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people were killed in the terrorist attacks 
against our Nation in New York, Pennsylvania, 
and right here in the shadow of our own Cap-
itol. 

‘‘Every victim. Every time.’’ 
America is a nation known for its commit-

ment to justice. Yet when we consider ‘‘crimi-
nal justice,’’ that’s pretty much what it is about: 
justice for the criminal and, still too often, little 
consideration is given to justice for victims. 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week gives us 
the chance to talk about ‘‘victim justice’’—jus-
tice for innocent folks whose lives are irrev-
ocably altered by crime. It gives Congress the 
opportunity to say, ‘‘yes,’’ every victim of every 
crime should receive information about their 
case; to say, ‘‘of course’’ every victim of every 
crime should be offered protective measures 
to make them feel safe; to say, ‘‘absolutely,’’ 
every victim of every crime that results in a 
conviction should receive restitution directly 
from the offenders who harmed them. 

America’s victims’ rights movement is lead-
ing our entire Nation in this direction. Today, 
victims of crime and those who serve them 
have not only a voice, but a vision for what 
justice should look like in America. Today, 
there are over 32,000 laws that define and 
protect victims’ rights. We have over 10,000 
organizations in our communities and in our 
systems of justice that help victims cope in the 
aftermath of crime, and help victims recover. 
Criminal justice is no longer all about the of-
fender; it is rightfully becoming very much 
about the victims. 

I am proud to be one of the cofounders, 
along with Representative POE, of the Con-
gressional Victims’ Rights Caucus. The goals 
of the Victims’ Rights Caucus are to (1) rep-
resent crime victims in the United States 
through the bipartisan legislation that reflects 
their interests, rights and needs; (2) provide 
an ongoing forum for proactive interactions be-
tween the U.S. Congress and national victim 
assistance organizations to enhance mutual 
education, legislative advocacy and initiatives 
that promote justice for all—including victims 
of crime; and (3) seek opportunities for public 
education initiatives to help people in America 
to understand the impact of crime on victims, 
and to encourage their involvement in crime 
prevention, victim assistance, and community 
safety. We have an Advisory Group of victims, 
survivors, victim advocates and justice profes-
sionals who serve as our ‘‘eyes and ears’’ to 
victims and survivors of crime, and they are 
not shy about letting us know what victims 
need. 

And we have learned that one thing victims 
need, the one thing that victims deserve, is 
recognition of their suffering, and recognition 
of their need for justice, and their need for 
supportive services. ‘‘Victims’ Rights: Every 
Victim. Every Time.’’ 

This is what 2007 National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week is all about. And this is what 
Congress can commit to by passing the Na-
tional Crime Victims’ Rights Week resolution. 
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Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce a package of legislation 

that achieves a comprehensive approach to 
the future of renewable energy. As we move 
forward with national energy policy, I strongly 
believe we need to start taking steps in a di-
rection that will provide consumers with other 
options other than just oil based fuels. With 
crude oil hovering around $60 a barrel and 
natural gas around $8.00 per btu, renewable 
energy like wind, solar, biomass, ethanol and 
biodiesel have started to become economically 
competitive sources of energy for our nation’s 
consumers and businesses. By advancing the 
use and knowledge of renewable energy, we 
can lower demand for imported oil and lead 
our nation towards energy independence. 

One of the components I introduced today 
will push forward an aggressive schedule for 
renewable fuels by mandating the renewable 
content of gasoline to be 25 billion gallons by 
2025. Under the energy bill, we are mandating 
that the renewable content of gasoline be at 4 
billion gallons by 2006 which is 2% of total 
gasoline. Once implemented, the ‘‘25 by 25’’ 
initiative would raise that percentage up to 
12.5%. 

For farmers, the 25 billion gallon require-
ment means better commodity prices for corn 
and soy and more importantly it means jobs. 
According to the Renewable Fuels Associa-
tion, a new ethanol plant will: expand the eco-
nomic base of the local economy by $110.2 
million, generate an additional $19.6 million of 
household income, support the creation of as 
many as 694 permanent new jobs throughout 
the entire economy of the United States and 
generate at least $1.2 million in new tax rev-
enue for the state and local governments. 

One problem we face in the advancement of 
renewable fuels is the sub par infrastructure 
we currently have in place. With ethanol and 
biodiesel plants mostly focused within the mid-
west and with only around 1,000 fuel stations 
that carry E–85 transportation fuels, it is es-
sential that we provide tax incentives for the 
construction and development of ethanol and 
biodiesel plants. Another bill that I will be intro-
ducing, the Renewable Fuels Infrastructure 
Improvement Act of 2007, builds upon the re-
lationship between renewable fuels and indus-
try that started in the last energy bill. The leg-
islation achieves this by providing multiple tax 
incentives for the construction and develop-
ment of an infrastructure that will be more able 
to expand past the Midwest. 

The legislation will provide an aggressive 7- 
year depreciation schedule for all ethanol and 
biodiesel refining equipment. Also included 
within this section is a provision that will ex-
pand and extend the installation of alternative 
fuel refueling property that we in Congress 
passed earlier this year. The provision will 
allow taxpayers to claim a more effective per-
centage tax credit for the cost of installing 
clean-fuel vehicle refueling property to be 
used in a trade or business of the taxpayer or 
installed at the principal residence of the tax-
payer. This ramped up percentage schedule 
would help accelerate the construction of the 
E–85 infrastructure. 

Another piece of legislation I introduced 
today ensures that government agencies will 
expand their use of renewable fuels. Under 
this bill, departments and agencies will have to 
purchase ethanol and biodiesel where it is 
competitively priced to gasoline and diesel. In 
the mentality of ‘‘practice what you preach’’ it 
is time for our own Federal government to in-
crease their use of ethanol and biodiesel 

where these fuels are reasonably available. In 
attempting to reduce our dependence on for-
eign oil, it should start right here in our Na-
tion’s capitol. 

I believe the most innovative legislation that 
I am introducing is a new tax credit that will 
provide for consumers who purchase a new 
concept vehicle which combines hybrid and 
flexible fuel technologies that will be available 
to consumers in the near future. It is this mar-
riage of these technologies that will create a 
vehicle that will be better steward to our envi-
ronment and will further reduce our depend-
ence on foreign sources of oil. In providing 
this tax credit, we promote a greater sense of 
innovation for the future of automobiles. 

In addition to renewable fuels, I believe we 
also need to make a serious investment in re-
newable sources of energy like wind, solar 
and biomass. It is for this reason I have intro-
duced three different bills that will make cur-
rent tax incentives permanent. The residential 
energy efficient tax credit, wind energy pro-
duction tax credit and the renewable energy 
production tax credit all have been effective in 
promoting the investment and production of 
renewable energy. With energy sources like 
wind, solar and biomass, the up front costs for 
investment by producers and consumers are 
high. By giving individuals and businesses 
small incentives, like the $2,000 solar credit, 
we can make it easier for these technologies 
to be taken advantage of. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I believe we 
need to take many different approaches in 
making America energy independent. With the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005, we took steps for-
ward in reducing our dependence on foreign 
oil by creating policy that increased the use of 
renewable energy in tandem with increasing 
our domestic production of energy sources. 
Due to the energy bill, we have seen over 
$100 million invested in wind energy and four 
to five new ethanol and biodiesel plants in my 
district. In total, we saw investment in renew-
able energy double in the United States to $68 
billion dollars. 

We need this investment in renewable en-
ergy to continue. These bills are good for 
farmers, the automobile industry, businesses, 
consumers, the environment and most impor-
tantly, the goal of reducing our dependence on 
foreign oil. I believe the legislation that I have 
introduced today, achieves the goals in renew-
able energy we need to achieve. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in moving forward with this 
innovative approach. 
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Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, the fol-
lowing is a list of young men who embody 
service and responsibility and have received 
the status of Eagle Scout. Today I want to ap-
plaud their achievement. 

As a proud parent of four Eagle Scouts my-
self, I can attest to the hard work and dedica-
tion these men have put forth to become an 
Eagle Scout. 

Only 5 percent of all Boy Scouts attain the 
highest advancement rank of Eagle Scout. To 
do so, a Boy Scout must excel in areas of 
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